[Prenatal diagnosis of albinism].
Prenatal diagnosis of oculocutaneous albinism (OCA) was made in 1 of 6 pregnancies at risk examined during the 20th week of gestation. A skin biopsy was taken from the fetal scalp under ultrasonic screening. Light and electron microscopy studies were performed in each case to demonstrate melanin pigment and melanosomal development in the melanocytes of the hair bulbs and the epidermis. In 1 fetus albinism was diagnosed by the absence of melanin pigment and by the demonstration that melanosomes were only present in stages I and II. In the other 5 fetuses melanin pigment and mature melanosomes (up to stage IV) were demonstrated. The pregnancy with the albino fetus was interrupted and the diagnosis of OCA was confirmed at autopsy.